TO:  

Melvin Davis, Chairman, BOC

COPY:

Alan Theriault, Administrative Officer 



Mike Leonas, P.E., Director, Public Works Department




FROM:  
Amy Morrison, Stormwater/Environmental Coordinator

DATE:

June 6, 2006




SUBJECT:  
Public Comments Regarding Proposed Stormwater Ordinance

As you are aware, Friday, June 2, 2006 was the final day of the public comment period regarding the revised draft of the proposed Storm Drainage & Stormwater Management Ordinance.  The ordinance adoption schedule calls for a compilation of public comments to be delivered to the Board of Commissioners for review.  

The Public Works Department received 17 comments total.  The following is a summary of those comments, including a few representative excerpts:

One (1) comment was comprised of technical questions regarding the design and construction of storm drainage systems.  This comment will be forwarded to the Engineering Section of the Public Works Department for their review and response.




“Some of these concerns are simply the need for clarification of certain sections or statements while other concerns are design an construction requirements that I feel are unjustified and will require much unwarranted additional construction costs.”  

One (1) comment was received in support of the change to require water quality controls only in the urbanized area.



“We support the change in having the water quality portions of the ordinance pertain only to the urbanized area.  We feel this is appropriate and will keep costs down in the rest of the county.”

Fifteen (15) comments were received in opposition to having water quality controls apply only in the urbanized area.  Some of these also opposed the removal of the criminal penalties.



“I do not like the fact that proposed tough regulation on developers have been greatly relaxed or that the enforcement procedures have been weakened.”



“I think the changes to the ordinance benefit the developers only and hurt the county as a whole.”



“…in some cases developers will just do what they want and if caught pay the fine as part of the cost of doing business.”



“I find these changes, reducing restrictions for stormwater runoff alarming.  It is a time when more restrictions are necessary, not less restrictions with less enforcement and lessened penalties.”



“The present proposal is unacceptable because of the compromises!  Please consider the long-term welfare of the County rather than the pocketbooks of developers!”

All public comments are on file at the Public Works Department.  Please contact me if you need additional information.

1291 GREENSBORO HIGHWAY – PO BOX 145 – WATKINSVILLE, GEORGIA

706.769.2937 (VOICE) 706.769.2939 (FAX)

Memorandum

Public Works Department
